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APPENDIX 3 TO ANNEX K (INFORMATION PAPERS)


OCONUS SAFEHAVENS





PURPOSE.  To provide DoD employees and DoD family members with


cautionary information related to selecting an alternate safehaven (OCONUS).








	During a noncombatant evacuation, evacuees may prefer to reside somewhere other than the designated safehaven (normally the continental U.S.).  Most often the request is for the family to reside overseas in the spouse’s native country.  At the time of the evacuation, OSD will provide instructions as to who has authority to approve these requests for exceptions.





	Families who wish to safehaven overseas need to be informed of the following:





	As temporary residents in foreign safehaven locations, evacuees do not have official status with the host government.  They enter the country as tourists, and may need Visas or be required to pay taxes on property that they bring in.  Sponsors should be advised that the Status of Forces Agreement (JOFA) the U.S. government enters into with the host country is for the sponsor and accompanying family members; it is not for isolated family members.  Families who choose an OCONUS safehaven are no longer command sponsored.  More often than not, they won’t be able to use exchange facilities, medical facilities, DODEA schools, base housing, U.S. mail services, etc.





	The sponsor’s request for his/her family to safehaven in a location other than the one specified must be justified and must show why the designated safehaven is not suitable for the evacuees.  The request must also include an acknowledgment that the sponsor has been informed of the problems associated with his/her family relocating to an overseas safehaven.  The final approving authority is not responsible for negotiating individual agreements with the host country for families who choose this option.   
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