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APPENDIX 4 TO ANNEX K (INFORMATION PAPERS)


PET RESPONSIBILITIES DURING AN EVACUATION





PURPOSE.  To provide DoD employees and family members with information regarding the transportation of pets during an evacuation.





	This memorandum addresses Department of Defense (DoD) movement of pets for DoD families during an evacuation.  It does not attempt to address Department of State conducted evacuations.  Transportation of pets at government expense is not an entitlement. Under normal circumstances, pet owners are required to pay for the transportation of their pets to and from the theater.





	Because most families think of pets as additional family members, DoD authorities have gone to great effort in the past to evacuate pets along with the families.  This may or may not be feasible in future evacuations and families must make plans for their pet to stay behind or be transported out commercially. Any commercial transport of the pets, either out of the theater or from the Repatriation Site to the final safehaven location will be borne by the family.  In the event that DoD can accommodate the transportation of pets through a military or chartered aircraft, families must bring the following with their pets to the assembly area:





	- Separate pet containers for each animal except those with nursing litters.  Containers must be airline-approved crates and large enough for the animal to stand up, lie down and turn around.  Bedding such as towels or blankets may be included to provide cushion and warmth; however, too much makes it difficult for the animal to move freely. Crates with water bowls are preferable.  Pet food items manufactured outside the United States often cannot be imported into the U.S. so do not ship items such as rawhide chew toys with the pet.  Dog and cat food will be available at both OCONUS assembly areas, intermediate staging areas and CONUS repatriation sites.    
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	- Movement orders, health certificates and vaccination 


certificates should be attached in a waterproof pouch or bag to the outside of the crate, not inside.  Written medication instructions and special care requirements should be given to personnel at the assembly point.  Sufficient medications to cover the duration of the evacuation process should accompany the pet.


Airlines generally require health certificates signed by a veterinarian within 10 days of the flight.  Most states require a rabies vaccination less than one year old.  Consult with the local veterinarian for other recommended vaccinations.  Heartworm preventive is recommended for dogs entering many areas of the U.S.; testing and medication should start before the evacuation.  





	- Whenever possible, dogs and cats should wear collars with owner identification information.  Microchip identification is recommended.





	- For pets other than dogs or cats:  The pet carrier, cage or crate must meet airline requirements.  Families should check to see if special permits are required for importation into the U.S. or if it is illegal to import the animal (for example, is the pet an endangered species).  Include a copy of the permit, when applicable, in the special waterproof pouch or bag on the outside of the cage.  The family should also verify any necessary quarantine requirements in advance.  The family will supply special foods for these pets to cover the duration of the evacuation process.





	Veterinary assistance will be available at the intermediate staging base and repatriation site.  Families will arrange for follow-on transportation of their pets before they leave the Repatriation Site.  In the event that pets are brought out to an alternate Repatriation Site, families will coordinate follow-on transportation arrangements with the processing team at the alternate site before leaving the area.  Again, follow-on transportation costs are assumed by the family.  Travel entitlements to the final safehaven location do not include the family’s travel to the alternate site to pick up pets while enroute.  Pets will be provided overnight boarding at the Repatriation Site if needed, however beyond that will be on a space available basis.  Any boarding of pets at a local kennel or quarantine costs will be the responsibility of the pet owner.    
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