UNCLAS

DTG 241758Z APR 04

SUBJECT:  BLACK BERET PLACED IN THE FY 04 CLOTHING BAG  

TO  AIG 9892(UC-MFI) 
       AIG 7446(UC-MFI) 
       CG TRADOC(UC) 
       PM SOLDIER FT BELVOIR VA(UC-MFI) 
       DA WASHINGTON DC(UC-MFI) 
      CDRUSAFINCOM INDIANAPOLIS IN(UC) 

THIS MESSAGE AMENDS MESSAGES 201405ZOCT03 AND 010801ZOCT03. 

1.  BLACK BERET CLOTHING BAG IMPLEMENTATION: 

    A.  EFFECTIVE 3 MAY 04 BLACK BERETS WITH FLASH ARE AUTHORIZED IN THE FY 04 ACTIVE ARMY MALE AND FEMALE CLOTHING BAGS AS FOLLOWS:
ITEMS OF ISSUE                  QTY      UNIT COST        TOTAL COST 

BERET, BLACK W/FLASH       2            $10.10                 $20.20 

    B.  BERETS WILL BE ISSUED TO ENLISTED (ACTIVE ARMY, USAR, AND ARNG) DURING INITIAL ENTRY TRAINING FROM THE CLOTHING INITIAL ISSUE POINTS DURING THE PHASE II CLOTHING ISSUE.  THE ACTIVE ARMY, USAR AND ARNG WILL WEAR BERETS AS THE STANDARD-ISSUE HEADGEAR.
    C.   THE FY04 CLOTHING REPLACEMENT ALLOWANCES FOR ACTIVE ARMY ENLISTED PERSONNEL IS AS FOLLOWS:  
      ENLISTED MALE                        ENLISTED FEMALE 
   BASIC        STANDARD              BASIC          STANDARD 
   $7.07            $10.10                     $7.07           $10.10 
  
    D.  THE USAR AND ARNG WILL REPLACE ENLISTED BLACK BERET USING THE ISSUE-IN-KIND SYSTEM. 

    E.  OFFICERS WILL PURCHASE BLACK BERET FROM THE ARMY MILITARY CLOTHING SALES STORES. 
    F.  SUPPLY SERGEANTS WILL REMOVE BERETS FROM THE SOLDIERS (ACTIVE ARMY, USAR, AND ARNG) DA FORM 3645, ORGANIZATIONAL CLOTHING AND INDIVIDUAL EQUIPMENT (OCIE) RECORDS.  
    G.  BERETS CURRENTLY IN CENTRAL ISSUE FACILITIES (CIF)(ACTIVE ARMY) WILL BE ISSUED TWO EACH TO SOLDIERS IN ADVANCE INDIVIDUAL TRAINING (AIT) AND ONE-STATION UNIT TRAINING (OSUT).  UPON COMPLETION OF THE ISSUE TO SOLDIERS IN AIT AND OSUT BERETS WILL BE ISSUED TO ENLISTED AND OFFICERS UNTIL THE CIF INVENTORY IS EXHAUSTED. 
    H.  BERETS CURRENTLY IN CLOTHING ISSUE POINTS (USAR AND ARNG) WILL BE ISSUED TWO EACH TO SOLDIERS TO ENLISTED AND OFFICERS UNTIL THE INVENTORY IS EXHAUSTED.

     I.  THE GARRISON CAP FOR MALES AND FEMALE IS ELIMINATED FROM THE CLOTHING BAG (ACTIVE ARMY).  THE GARRISON CAP WILL CONTINUE TO BE USED BY SROTC/JROTC ONLY. 

2.  BLACK BERET WEAR POLICY (AR 670-1, WEAR AND APPEARANCE OF ARMY UNIFORMS AND INSIGNIA): 

     A.  THE BLACK BERET BECAME THE STANDARD HEADGEAR FOR UTILITY UNIFORMS ON 14 JUNE 2001. THE BERET CONSISTS OF A WOOLEN KNITTED OUTER SHELL (LINED OR UNLINED) WITH A LEATHER SWEATBAND AND AN ADJUSTING RIBBON THREADED THROUGH THE BINDING. THE BERET IS EQUIPPED WITH A STIFFENER ON THE LEFT FRONT FOR THE ATTACHMENT OF ORGANIZATIONAL FLASHES AND INSIGNIA.
    B.  THE BERET IS THE BASIC HEADGEAR FOR UTILITY UNIFORMS IN GARRISON ENVIRONMENTS. THE BERET IS NOT WORN IN THE FIELD, IN TRAINING ENVIRONMENTS, OR IN ENVIRONMENTS WHERE THE WEAR OF THE BERET IS IMPRACTICAL, AS DETERMINED BY THE COMMANDER. ADDITIONALLY, THE BERET IS NOT WORN ON DEPLOYMENTS UNLESS AUTHORIZED BY THE COMMANDER. PERSONNEL BEING TRANSFERRED FROM ONE ORGANIZATION TO ANOTHER MAY CONTINUE TO WEAR THE BERET AND FLASH OF THE FORMER UNIT UNTIL THEY REPORT FOR DUTY AT THE NEW ORGANIZATION.
    C.  THE BERET IS WORN SO THAT THE HEADBAND (EDGE BINDING) IS STRAIGHT ACROSS THE FOREHEAD, 1 INCH ABOVE THE EYEBROWS. THE FLASH IS POSITIONED OVER THE LEFT EYE, AND THE EXCESS MATERIAL IS DRAPED OVER TO THE RIGHT EAR, EXTENDING TO AT LEAST THE TOP OF THE EAR, AND NO LOWER THAN THE MIDDLE OF THE EAR. PERSONNEL WILL CUT OFF THE ENDS OF THE ADJUSTING RIBBON AND SECURE THE RIBBON KNOT INSIDE THE EDGE BINDING AT THE BACK OF THE BERET. WHEN WORN PROPERLY, THE BERET IS FORMED TO THE SHAPE OF THE HEAD; THEREFORE, SOLDIERS MAY NOT WEAR HAIRSTYLES THAT CAUSE DISTORTION OF THE BERET. 
     D.  THE ARMY FLASH IS THE ONLY FLASH AUTHORIZED FOR WEAR ON THE BLACK BERET, UNLESS AUTHORIZATION FOR ANOTHER FLASH WAS GRANTED BEFORE THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE BLACK BERET AS THE STANDARD ARMY HEADGEAR {FOR EXAMPLE, OPPOSING FORCES (OPFOR) ELEMENTS}.
     E.  ALL OTHER PROVISIONS OF AR 670-1 REMAIN UNCHANGED. 

3.  HQDA (DALO-SMT LOGISTICS) POC IS MRS. BRYANT-HARPER, DSN 224-0956, FAX 2245-5016; AND THE WEAR POLICY IS SGM MORALES, DAPE-HRPR-IRPD, DSN 426-5129 AND FAX IS 426-5635.
