Pentagon Information Kit
Getting There



By Air


International Airport Guide: http://www.quickaid.com/
Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport
http://www.metwashairports.com or
http://www.airportsintl.com/dca.htm 

Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport is three miles from the Pentagon. Because of its proximity, National Airport has the fastest and least expensive ground transportation to downtown Washington, DC, the Pentagon and Crystal City hotels.  Most of the nearby hotels have free shuttle service to National, but not to the other airports.  There are a few hotels in the Army Lodging Success Program that are within ten miles of National Airport.  Even the Washington Metro stops at National Airport.

National Airport has two disadvantages: 

· If you are flying to Washington, DC from an airport more than 1,250 miles from National Airport, you won’t be able to get a non-stop flight. Such non-stop flights arrive instead at Dulles International Airport or Baltimore/Washington International. (By law, direct flights to National are limited to no more than 1,250 miles.)


· Getting in and out of National Airport by automobile has historically been a nightmare. Recent renovations involving more terminal space and a two-tier automobile traffic pattern have alleviated some of this problem. However, you must still be very alert when driving through National Airport. 

 
Washington Dulles International Airport 
http://www.metwashairports.com 

This airport is 26 miles west of the Pentagon, in the western suburbs of Washington, DC. In afternoon rush hour traffic, give yourself at least an hour to travel from the Pentagon to Dulles, and hope for no accidents on Interstate 66. (See the note about I-66 below.) 

If you are on TDY without a car, there are three ways to get to Dulles by public transportation.  The least expensive option is to take Metrorail (the “Metro”) to the West Falls Church station, then take the Washington Flyer bus that runs from there to Dulles every 30 minutes. This will cost you $8.00 one-way ($14 round trip) for the bus plus $2.00 - $3.00 for the Metro portion (depending on whether you make the trip during rush hour or not). For further information about the Washington Flyer call toll-free (888) 927-4359, or check the Washington Flyer schedule. The most expensive option is to take the Washington Flyer Taxi. Be prepared for a cab fare $44 or more one-way.  The middle cost option is to use the SuperShuttle.  The cost will be about $22 one-way.

One clever tactic that you might use to go from the Pentagon to Dulles on your last duty day would be to find a carpool that operates between the Pentagon and the Reston area. They would love to give you a ride because by doing so they may drive the less crowded toll free airport only lanes of the Dulles access road. 

Give yourself extra time checking into or out of Dulles. The gates for most flights are now located in the mid-field terminals. Therefore, you will have to wait for one of the terminal shuttles to take you from the main terminal where you checked your bags to the mid-field terminal. This and the long lines sometimes found at the main terminal can add 15 or 20 minutes to the check-in process. Because of the distance between the baggage claim areas and the mid-field terminals, it also takes a few minutes longer to for your baggage to show up. 

 
Baltimore/Washington International Airport 
http://baltwashintlairport.com 

This airport is 56 miles from the Pentagon.  It is located between Baltimore and Washington, but is actually closer to Baltimore. In recent years, perhaps because of its distance from Washington and the heavy air traffic into Dulles and National, BWI has often had the least expensive airfare to the Washington area from elsewhere in the country.  Ground transportation is available from the SuperShuttle ((800)-258-3826) between BWI and downtown Washington, DC (15th and K Streets) for $21 one-way or $31 round trip. Reservations must be made at least four hours in advance. There is also a train service called MARC that runs from BWI to downtown Washington, DC. The fare is $5.00 one-way and $8.75 round trip. See the BWI website for links to the Amtrak and MARC train schedules.

By Rail


http://www.amtrak.com or http://trainweb.com 
AMTRAK

Union Station is the main intercity railway station in Washington. It is well served by Amtrak from cities up and down the East coast. A Washington Metrorail station (Red Line) is located there also. The Pentagon is one line change (to the Yellow Line) and five Metro stops away. 

MARC

Union Station is also served by weekday Maryland Rail Commuter (MARC) trains from Silver Spring, Kensington, Garrett Park, Rockville, Gaithersburg, Germantown and suburbs further to the northwest. MARC service goes all the way to Martinsburg, West Virginia. MARC also runs two additional lines to the northeast. Their Penn Line goes all the way to Aberdeen, MD, northeast of Baltimore. MARC service is less frequent and more expensive than Metrorail service. Schedule and fare information can be obtained 24 hours a day by telephone from the MARC computer system at (800) 325-7245. MARC system timetables can often also be found near the US Post Office on the south end of the Pentagon Concourse. 

Virginia Rail Express

Crystal City and Union Station are both served by Virginia Rail Express. There are two lines, one serving Fredericksburg to the south and the other serving Manassas to the west. Schedule and fare information can be obtained from (703) 658-6200 and also from http://www.vre.org. 

By Auto


http://www.aaa.com 
To or from the west: there are two main routes: I-66 and Route 50. Route 50 is four lanes (or more in places), but is not limited access and does have traffic lights. I-66 is four lanes from Arlington to the beltway (I-495). Important note: All lanes of I-66 are HOV lanes during rush hours, i.e. a minimum of two people per vehicle. It also becomes bumper to bumper during rush hour. 

To or from the south: there is one main route: I-95/395. This is the main north-south interstate route along the East coast of the United States, so it carries a heavy traffic load most of the time. South of the beltway (I-495) this road is called I-95. Between the beltway and downtown Washington, DC, this road is called I-395. When this highway crosses the Anacostia River several miles northeast of the Pentagon, it leads directly onto I-295. 

To or from the east: no one comes from the east. But if you did, it means you love fishing on the Chesapeake Bay, and you would probably take the beltway south until you crossed the Potomac River on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge (assuming the drawbridge is down!). Then you would take Highway 1 north or I-395 north until you reached the Pentagon. 

To or from the north: good luck. Driving through the District of Columbia during rush hour is asking for trouble. Traffic is very heavy and navigation is difficult. One way to go from the north is to drive the beltway to the west of the city, then take the George Washington Parkway to the Pentagon. The other choice is trickier: you can drive the beltway to the east and then take the Baltimore Washington Parkway southbound to where it simply becomes I-295. Then you have two tricky alternatives. 

1. You can get off at the Suitland Parkway westbound, then cross the Anacostia River on the Douglas Bridge, being alert for signs to I-395 south. You will be on city streets for a mile or so. Be very careful at the I-395 on-ramp: there is no merge lane! 

2. Or you may take the Suitland Parkway eastbound long enough to drive underneath I-295. Then immediately reenter I-295 northbound and drive a little less than one mile to the Anacostia Bridge exit. This will take you westbound directly onto I-395. 

By Bicycle


It is possible to use a bicycle to make the trip from your home of record to the Pentagon even if you live a good distance away. In the early 1980’s I routinely rode the 270 miles from Blacksburg, in southwest Virginia to Washington for AT. This does require a little planning however. You’ll generally have to mail your uniforms ahead of time (Class A’s don’t fare very well spending two days in bicycle panniers, although Class B’s can make it). Obviously, you must plan for some additional travel time (in my case it was a two day trip, which fit nicely into a weekend). Then you will need the appropriate maps. A good place to go for bicycle maps is Adventure Cycling http://www.adv-cycling.org. For information about cycling in the Washington area, try the Washington Area Bicyclist Association at http://www.waba.org . 

Next, you will have to plan where to park your bicycle during the day at the Pentagon. There are about 30 bike racks located outside the entrance to Corridor 8, on the bridge between the Pentagon and the POAC. A half dozen racks can be found east of the stairs leading up the the Mall Entrance (located on the E Ring between Corridors 6 and 7). Finally another 30 or so racks are located outside of the Corridor 3 entrance (west end of the South Parking area). All of these bike racks are exposed to the elements. Unfortunately, the Pentagon no longer has any sheltered bicycle parking. (And personally owned bicycles (POBs) aren't allowed in the building.) 

Finally, you will have to deal with the issue of travel pay. Since a bicycle is, by definition, a privately owned conveyance, it qualifies for a mileage allowance. The Joint Travel Regulation (JTR) specifies mileage reimbursement rates for privately owned aircraft, vehicles, and motorcycles, but not for bicycles. At $0.25 per mile, the motorcycle reimbursement rate is probably the rate that is the fairest and the closest to the actual expense per mile associated with owning a bicycle. (Don’t laugh - think about what you pay for a good bicycle today, and how few actual road miles would go into a calculation of the cost per mile. In addition, labor for repair and routine maintenance isn’t cheap.) If you need further information on travel reimbursement, read sections U3305 and U3310 of Part I of the JTR. You can find the JTR on the website of the Per Diem, Travel and Transportation Allowance Committee at http://www.dtic.mil/perdiem. 
 

