Pentagon Information Kit
Miscellaneous



Washington Area Information – Armed Forces Hostess Association


The Armed Forces Hostess Association (AFHA) runs a very nice information service for Pentagon employees.  Located in Room 1A736 of the Pentagon, they have free, detailed maps of all the military bases in the Washington area. Better yet, they have a 24-page booklet entitled the Washington Area Information Handbook. The Handbook is packed with the kind of information and telephone numbers that new arrivals, both permanent and temporary want to get their hands on. Best of all, the Handbook contains no advertising! The AFHA office is open 0930 to 1430, Monday through Friday, and can be reached at (703) 697-3180 or (703) 697-6857. 

Military Courtesy


The military courtesy customs at the Pentagon have changed back and forth over the years. During the 1980’s the custom was not to salute in the Pentagon parking lots (unless you were confronted with a few stars, in which case you took no chances.).

Now the custom is to salute in the parking areas and the exterior approaches to the building. This means you must learn to recognize Navy, Air Force and Coast Guard rank insignia! There are two exceptions to this rule. The courtyard of the Pentagon, while open to the sky, is considered an interior space; therefore no headgear or saluting is required.  You will find also that some military personnel salute while under the awnings next to the Metro bus stops, even though this is a covered area – however, this is a practice that should be discouraged both because it is a covered area and because saluting while standing in bus lines or walking in such a crowded area could lead to unfortunate accidents involving elbows….  Similarly, saluting is hit or miss in the pedestrian tunnel that goes underneath I-395 between South Parking and Pentagon City.  Finally, please note that the soldiers who are performing Pentagon guard duty don’t salute, as it would interfere with their duties.
No Smoking


Smoking is not allowed inside the Pentagon building. Smoking is allowed only in designated areas outdoors in the center courtyard and a few other outdoor locations.  Most of the local hotels have a few smoking rooms available upon request. For more information refer to Washington Headquarters Services Building Circular WHS-97-05 or DOD Instruction 1010.15. 
Bringing Your Own Computer


If you bring your own computer or other expensive electronic equipment into the Pentagon, you would be wise to immediately obtain a Property Pass (GSA Optional Form 7) for the equipment so that you can safely remove it later from the building. The Supply Sergeant or Property Book Officer for your Office can issue a Property Pass to you.  Unless you have a Pentagon Building Pass, laptops, palm computers and cell phones are subject to screening before you enter the building.
Lost and Found


The Pentagon lost and found operation may be contacted at (703) 697-4151. They are located in Room 2E165. 
The E-Ring


Since a small fraction of Pentagon offices have windows, and since most of these windowed offices face other windowed offices or blank concrete walls, the offices that have windows facing away from the building are among the most highly prized offices. All such offices are on the exterior side of the E-Ring. Thus the term "E-Ring" has come to refer to the place where the most highly ranked military and civilian personnel are located. Walk the proper floor on the E-Ring and you may encounter the Secretary of the Army, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, or the Secretary of Defense himself or herself. 
Personal Security and Personal Firearms


The areas around the Pentagon, Pentagon City, and Crystal City are generally safe. They are well lighted and frequently patrolled by Defense Protective Services or Arlington police. During the business day there are lots of people around. Similarly, the Metro system is well patrolled and generally safe. There are, however, neighborhoods in the District of Columbia, Northern Virginia and Maryland that are not as safe. If you have any doubts about an area you are planning to visit, check with your hotel concierge, your supervisor at the Pentagon, or the local police department. 
In Virginia, carrying a concealed weapon without a permit is a first offense misdemeanor. You may carry a concealed firearm in your vehicle as long as it is not easily accessible to you, i.e. locked in the trunk or in your suitcase. It would be best to leave such a firearm unloaded and locked away. If stopped by the police in Virginia, it would also be best for you to immediately declare that there is a firearm in the vehicle. In Virginia you may carry mace, pepper spray, or an electric stun device, as long as you do not enter school property or a courtroom with these items. You may only use these devices to defend yourself if attacked. An ordinary pocketknife like a Swiss Army knife is also legal. For further information on Virginia law in this regard, see the Code of Virginia. 
In Maryland, carrying a concealed weapon without a permit is illegal. You may only transport a firearm in your car from the place you purchased it to your home, or back and forth to a firing range. When you transport a firearm, it must not be accessible to the driver or passengers, and must be unloaded. Non-projectile electric stun devices, mace, and pepper spray are legal to possess. You may only legally use these devices to defend yourself. 
In the District of Columbia, mace and pepper spray are legal except on Federal or school property. Electric stun devices may be owned but may not be used. Firearms may be owned, but may only be transported to or from a firing range. When such transport is taking place, the weapon must be unloaded, inaccessible to the driver and passengers and must take three separate steps to be ready to fire (for instance: unlock trunk; load weapon; and unlock trigger lock). If you are flying to Washington and plan to bring a firearm in your checked baggage, do not stay in a hotel in the District of Columbia and do not fly into Baltimore-Washington International since the ground transportation to the Pentagon will pass through the District of Columbia. The Pentagon itself and the other two Washington airports are located in Virginia where the firearm possession laws are more liberal. 
Certain parts of the District of Columbia are high crime areas, especially the southeast (east of the Anacostia River). The criminals especially like to prey on tourists and love to break into and steal cars. Don’t read your maps on the street, keep your camera concealed except when you are using it, lock your car, keep valuables out of sight, and ALWAYS be aware of the people around you. 
Local Traffic and Other Laws


(For information about laws enforced on Pentagon property, see Building Security.) 
Virginia
Radar detectors are illegal ($50 fine for the first offense). Many of the interstate highways in northern Virginia have high occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes. For instance HOV-2 means that each vehicle must have a minimum of two passengers when driving in that lane during the specified rush hours. The first offense fine for violating an HOV restriction is $80. The Virginia State Police regularly use Vascar, radar, and laser detection devices to catch speeders. They drive both marked and unmarked vehicles. Drinking in public is illegal (restaurants with outdoor seating normally have permits for serving alcohol "in public"). In Virginia, there is no limit on the amount of legally purchased beer and wine that may be transported. However, no more than three gallons of other alcoholic beverages may be transported without a permit. For more information, contact the Virginia State Police at (703) 323-4500. 

Maryland
Radar detectors are legal. Laser, radar, and Vascar are used by the Maryland State Police. The speed limits are rather strictly enforced on the Interstates and other highways. The State Police has both marked and unmarked cars. Some Maryland counties have open container laws pertaining to alcoholic beverages in motor vehicles. The police can stop you if the driver, front passenger or children are not wearing seat belts ($25 fine for the first offense). Child safety seat violations are punished with a $48 fine. Tinted windows are generally illegal on vehicles in Maryland. A small amount of tinting is allowed on the front windshield. For more information, contact the Maryland State Police at (301) 424-2101. 
District of Columbia
Turns are permitted on red lights except as marked. Drinking in public is illegal (restaurants with outdoor seating normally have permits for serving alcohol "in public"). Radar detectors are illegal to use and will be confiscated if found in use. If the radar detector is accessible to the driver or passengers, it’s presumed to be in use. Lock it in the trunk. The DC Police use radar to catch speeders. 
Pentagon Historical Exhibits


The Pentagon contains a large number of permanent and some temporary historical exhibits. Take some time during your tour of duty to view these exhibits. For instance, there are two corridors that contain complete exhibits dedicated to the lives and accomplishments of General Marshall (as in the Marshall Plan) and General MacArthur.  In the MacArthur Corridor you will see one of the two original WWII Japanese surrender documents.   The Pentagon historians also can do a formidable job with the temporary exhibits they create.  For example, around the time of the opening of the Holocaust Museum in downtown Washington, Pentagon historians created a temporary exhibit of Army photographs from the Holocaust that was more dramatic and horrific than the Holocaust Museum’s exhibits!  For a list of current exhibits in the Pentagon consult the Major Points of Interest List. 

Reserve Websites


Here are hyperlinks for the: 
· United States Army
· Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff, G-1
· United States Army Reserve Homepage 

· Army Human Resources Command (HRC) 

· Reserve Officers Association (ROA) 

· Association of the United States Army 

· Army Knowledge Online 

· United States Army National Guard 

· Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Reserve Affairs) 

· Department of Defense Homepage
 

