G-1 RETIREMENT SERVICES OFFICE
Annuities FAQ’s

If you have a question and you can not find the answer within this Frequently Asked Questions section, contact your Retirement Services Office (RSO).
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ANNUITIES FOR CERTAIN MILITARY SURVIVING SPOUSES (ACMSS)

How long will it be from the time my application is approved until my money starts?


The Army will process your application immediately; there is no backlog. Provided all your documents are in order, within a few days you will be notified of approval. And, at the same time the approved application is sent to the Cleveland Pay Center. After that, it will be 30-60 days until payment is in your bank account. Check with your bank in that timeframe.

The Army notified me that they approved my application -- but that was more than 60 days ago. Who should I call?


Call your Army Retirement Services Officer (RSO), who stands ready to help you with any military-related matter, to include this one. You were provided a RSO listing when you were notified of having been approved. Call your nearest RSO for assistance.

My reserve husband died in 1968, and I just learned that because of that date, my annuity will be retroactive to Oct. 1, 1999. Yet, my neighbor's annuity was retroactive to Dec. 1, 1997 (her husband died in 1975). Why the difference?


Date of death is the determining factor for effective dates regarding surviving spouses of reserve members. Your neighbor qualified under the first "forgotten widows" law, P.L. 105-85, effective Dec. 1, 1997. Thus, her payments were retroactive to that date. You did not qualify under that law, since the qualified reserve member had to have died between Sep. 21, 1972 and Oct. 1, 1978. You only became eligible when P.L. 106-65 was passed, effective Oct. 1, 1999. It allowed the death date to be before Sep. 1972. Thus, your eligibility was retroactive to the date of that law.

Since my payments are retroactive, will the government pay me interest too?

No.

I was remarried for a brief time after my husband's death. I meet all other eligibility requirements. Why am I denied benefits because of a short remarriage which ended years ago?

With remarriage comes an assumption of attaining some measure of financial security. Obviously, not all remarriages are equal in that regard. However, this ACMSS annuity is treated the same on this point as others where the cost is totally borne by the government, with the member never having contributed premiums. 

My husband was a reservist, but I can't find this so-called "20-year letter" with his military papers. Will you go ahead and review my application without that proof? 


It is the applicant's responsibility to provide supporting documents. Hopefully, you will find that the 20-year letter is contained in his official military personnel file, housed in St. Louis. Recommend you request a copy of his file by writing to: National Personnel Records Center, ATTN: Army Reference Branch (NCPMA), 9700 Page Ave, St. Louis, MO 63132-5100. If the "20-year letter" is not contained in his record, send us any document you have which confirms that he completed 20 qualifying years of service toward retirement.

My husband served more than 20 years in the reserves. I can't find a "20 year letter" but have provided a certificate showing that he was transferred to the retired reserve. Why have I been disapproved based on lack of service?

The most important thing to remember about reserve service is that not all of it is "qualifying" service for retirement. Some reserve service is counted as "service for pay" - others as "service for retirement." It is the qualifying service for retirement that is most important. THAT service is what causes a reservist to be entitled to draw retired pay at age 60. We can see how you would think that the "transfer" certificate proves your husband would have been eligible for retired pay at age 60 had he lived. But, there are many routes leading to being transferred to the retired reserve and receiving a certificate, not all of which stem from completing 20 qualifying years of service.

My husband served 20 years of active duty, and retired in 1973. He died in 1975, and I've never gotten a cent of his retired pay. I feel that I'm a forgotten widow, but am being denied eligibility for the ACMSS annuity. Why?

SBP was created Sep. 21, 1972. Therefore, since your husband retired after SBP was created, he had the option to enroll at retirement, and failed to do so. Remember that ACMSS is aimed at those whose military spouses did not have the option to enroll in SBP.

I'm confused about witnesses on my ACMSS application. Can you clarify that?

It is your signature that needs witnessed by any two individuals. They are attesting to the fact that you signed the form in their presence; not to the validity of the information on the form. If you use a Notary Public as witness, Army requires only the Notary to sign, as well as affix their official stamp on the form.

I hesitate to send my original marriage certificate along with my application. Will you accept a photocopy?

Yes.

Must I make a special trip to my bank to get a direct deposit form filled out?

No. To initiate direct deposit, simply write "VOID" across one of your personal checks and attach it to your application. The Denver Pay Center can get all the bank and account information they need from that. Be sure to mark the form with your preference of deposit in "checking" or "savings."

I see that the application form asks me to indicate whether I receive other survivor annuities. My husband retired from civil service and I get a survivor annuity from OPM. I also get Social Security on my husband's account. Do those things disqualify me for ACMSS? 

No. We only consider receipt of other military survivor annuities such as Retired Servicemen's Family Protection Plan (RSFPP) or SBP.

My mother appears to have been eligible for this annuity. However, she died recently and did not know about the program, so did not apply. Can I apply on her behalf since I am the executor of her estate, and can these monies to be paid to an estate?


Yes, on both counts. 1--If your mother was eligible and died since creation of this annuity, her heirs may apply to receive benefits she would have been entitled to. Follow the same application procedures she would have, signing "for her." 2--If approved, the annuity will be paid to the estate.

I am the husband of a retired, deceased Army officer. I meet all eligibility requirements for this annuity program. Is a "forgotten widower" allowed to apply? 

Absolutely, you should apply. In fact, to date, Army has approved one such application from a widower. The name "forgotten widows" is not meant to exclude male applicants. It is simply used because it describes the majority of applicants, who are female.

When does ACMSS expire? I'm still waiting for documents from my husband's military personnel file, and am fearful I will miss the cut-off.

There is no cut-off we know of. Congress has not signaled that they will stop offering this annuity to eligible applicants.

